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BRIEFING ON COLOR PHOTOGRAPHY 


25X1 A 


1. CIA, provided a status briefing on the types of color 

photography that is available in the national reconnaissance program. He noted 
that the three primary systems were the SO-121 (natural color), SO-180 (false 
color) and Bi -color which is created with the use of filters on normal black and 
white film. He displayed vu-graphs illustrating the characteristics of these 
systems. He noted that it was not a question of color replacing B&:W, but rather 
what assistance color could be in the information gathering process. He pointed 
out some of the potential u ses of color against nuclear, missile and economic 


25X1A targets, 


CIA, presented a more detailed briefing on the 


intelligence uses of color photography 
concluded the briefing with the following observations: 


a) Use of color films in current systems is difficult, but 
not impossible. 

b) Color would appear to have uses for strategic intelligence. 

c) Color collection programs to date, have not been too 
successful from the standpoint of acquiring coverage of 
targets associated with analyst problems. 

d) Resolution is not a significant bar to color photography. 

e) Bi -color is exploitation limited. 


f) Current color films do not represent the best that could 
be made. 


He recommened the following: 

a) Continue color collection against particular targets and 
problems. 

b) Emphasize collaboration between analysts and the PI. 
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25X1 A copi es of 


:) Development of new color films is needed. 

pictorial vu-graphs are attached. 


non 


approval OF MINUTES 

2. Minutes for the meetings of 26 February, 
approved with minor additions and changes. 


4 March and 16 March were 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 


S ATELLITE SCHEDUL E 

reported there was no change to the launch schedule. 


3. 


Schedule is; 


CORONA 


1050 - 19 Mar 69 

1051 - 14 May 69 

1107 - 23 Jul 69 


25X1 A 


10 50 MISSION PRIORITIES 

4 The Committee could not agree on a priority structure The DIA member 
stated that his interpretation of the USIB instruction was that "holiday areas 
should have the highest priority. CIA member stated 5X1A 

and targets that required surveillance on an equal priority with the holiday 
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5X1 A 


25X1 A J^ e /1 ^ a ; irma ^ rep0rted that USIB had recently approved a new paper (USIB-D- 
46 4/27) on this subject and he could see nothing in the paper that precluded th< 
delusion - - P-L ..selected point and area targets in the same priority with "holidays’ 

^ |NR0 5 advised that priorities were utilized for development of 

weamer criteria and that the criteria for "holidays" is less stringent. The 
Chairman informed the Committee that he would consolidate their input and 
refer the impasse to COMIREX for resolution. (The priorities were later 
approved by COMIREX with the holidays and point targets equal in priority. ) 


25X1 A 


IMPACT AREAS 

5. The Committee approved the deletion of the missile impact targets 
referen ced in a GMAIC paper (TCS-5891) dated 3 March with the exception of 
|and the 3 targets referenced in paragraph 3. (Army member wished 


to re -examine these targets and requested a delay in their deletion; he 
subsequently concurred in the decision by phone.) 


SOUTH CHINA/NORTH VIETNAM PRIORITIES LIST 

60 Since th ere was some disagreement concerning whether the Committee 
had previously approved the changes to the list as recommended by DIA, the 
Chairman polled the individual members and the changes were approved. The 
DIA member noted that this finally completed action on a memorandum that he 
presented to the Committee on 3 December 19 68 , The Committee also approved 
the deletion of Yai Cheng coastal defense site 
portion of the list. It was determined that thi 
facility. 


from the South China 25X1A 

s installation was an electronics 


CUBA 


? 4 Chairman reported th? area coverage for the current 56-day period 
stood at 89%. He informed members that th. first U-2R was flown over Cuba 
on 12 March., 
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TARGET UPDATES 


8„ The weekly transaction sheets containing: 

16 Additions 
16 Changes 
5 Deletions 


were approved. One recommend ed change 
stage. Two recommended delete ’ 


was h eld in a pending 25X1 A 
were removed from 25X1A 


the WTS until NPIC and DIA completed a joint review of the two targets. 


SAWRF PAPER 

9» The Chairman stated that he was completing a draft memorandum to 
Chairman, COMIREX, which addresses the capabilities of the various reconnai 
ssance systems to answer the SIC requirement against the SAWRFs. He stated 
that a copy would be made available to the members for their concurrence 
and/or comments. 


COMIREX TARGET FILE 


10. Chairman distributed a paper showing the record format and data that 
is maintained in the computer on the COMIREX target file. He requested 

members review the paper and inform him of any additional data that should be 
included in the file. 


EXSUBCOM BRIEFING 


11. The scheduled briefing by 
due to the length of the "color' 1 brie 


mg. 


was postponed to next week 2§*1 



Attachment: a/s 


Acting Chairman 
Imagery Collection Requirements 
Subcommittee 
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GIVEN THAT COLOR IS PART OF MAN’S WORLD AND 
THAT PHOTOGRAPHY COLLECTS INFORMATION AEOir 
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CAN COLOR ASSIST , iN A SIGNIFICANT 
IN THE INFORMATION GAiHSRINO PROCc; 
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BI-COLOR TEST 
-ENGINEERING 


GR^EN RECORD NO WORSE THAN NORMAL 
KH-4A; N?iC HAS MO OBJECTION TO BI-CO'..' S 
ACQUISITION.' 


B rS?»ATiow S L EXPLOITATION PROBLEMS SEVERE, TIME 
30 OPERATIONAL CONSUMING ANALYSIS STILL UNuER WAY. 
PASSES 


SO-1SO TEST 
- 800 ft. 


STATIC PROBLEMS DUE TO PMU FAILURE, 
LOSS OF iR SPEED WITH VACUUM SETTING. 


25X1A 


1105 


SO-1-21 TEST 
- 500 ft. 


5 ~ - » • * .» < ~ tr 3 -s rvfjA CUD*: fl O 

LQLUK i3ALMt"iv.c MiSJU iiAi'viUt^ 

OUT-OF-FOCUS DUE TO LOW SYSTEM 
TENSIONS, BEST ABOUT 15 ft. 



y f 
I i ■-> 


SO -121 
-2,000 ft. 


3EST RESULTS FROM KH-43 
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OBStitVA i SONS ‘Continued) 


KEY to Successful use of COLOR lies with Analysts, as tnis 
is only way to break 'CHICKEN end EGG’ paradox 

*■? 5 \ 

4 ■ (Gfe* 


RESOLUTION is, perhaps, no longer a significant bar to 

Color Photography 


Bi -COLOR is Exploitation Limited 


Current Color films do not represent the Best that could be made 
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CONTINUE COLOR COLLECTION EMPHASIZING PA.RiU 
TARGETS AND PROBLEMS 
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